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fWho is this ‘Sustainable Sikkim' group
—Lwhich publishes our comic book?

It is a creative team which has come
together to help us survive the climate J7

crisis and our hotter future.

= They can do that?

l With our help, yes. —

By helping children every
¥ where understand what is
happening — and to prepare.

I know they can make a difference.
But how do we reach them? We're
Just a girl and a panda in the forest.

You are already
doing it. In this 9
comic book.

als .\ .ﬁ
Yes. Through our adventures, they e

will learn about the climate crisis.

»

= They can see us?

Then we probably should get going.
We have a lot of work ahead.

(3
“Have a question about the climate crisis?
| Write us at AskPandero@sustainablesikkim.org.”
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SOMEWHERE IN THE MOUNTAIN TRAILS NEAR
GANGTOK

THE SHN PEEKS ONT AMONG DARKENING CLOWDS...

y A 10 YEAR OLD GIRL IS HIKING, FEELS A RAINDROP AND LOOKS P - ‘













So are you going to
say something or just
stand there shaking?

‘ I am still scared.
The flash flood, you
being here — and
you're talking!

I understand. Id be scared too.
Let me show you how to get
out of this.

I think [ was born
that way. I don’t
really remember.

Where are we
going?

Where you can
feel safer.




Are you all
right now?

Is this what you "\

<>were looking for?

Yes. I've never

seen one before. Yes, I know. We now have

rain most of the year. It’s
different than before.

We never used
to need them
but now we
must have
them to keep

{ out rain.




Long ago, before what
everybody calls the digital age’~

You mean with smartphones
and computers?

—~

Yes. And even before that,
before everybody was driving

mm cars, burning gas and oil for heat
and power, and even before there
was a lot of manufacturing—

There were a lot less of what
m we now call greenhouse gas
emissions.

The school should teach
more. Especially in the
era of climate crisis.

I think that’s changing.
Everybody knows it
is a problem.




[ wish that They are. They tell us all about it. About how fossil fuel

were true. burning is increasing the amount of carbon dioxide in the
atmosphere. About how carbon dioxide helps trap the sun’s
heat close to the earth and makes it hotter. About how we
need to stop using fossil fuels.

Its not Let me ask you a question. 37/225 i(;wered
enough How did you get to the i
mountains today?
What do
you mean?

Well, mine used
diesel, but you know
some of them, the
newer ones — use
electrical power and
have zero emissions.

I took a taxi.
Why?

Hey — I didn’t have to
use a diesel taxi!

But you did. People should stop making
gas powered cars altogether.




But that’s just the point. You humans keep driving
[ don’t make the gas-powered cars, using electrical power from coal-fired
laws, you know. power plants, and flying in jets.

Because the people in charge — the politicians, the
educators — are still locked into the idea that we need
to use fossil fuels. Even here in beautiful

all-organic Sikkim.

So what does this have to do with the The Himalayas? I didn’t
flash flood you just rode down from the know that —

. As they melt, more water
mountains?

is flowing into the lakes,
rivers and waterways north
of us here. It's coming into
China, Tibet, Nepal and

\ even our state of Sikkim.

Because there is too
much carbon dioxide
in the atmosphere, it’s
so hot even the
Himalayan glaciers
are melting.

That would explain
flooding, but not
flash flooding.

That's true. But as temperatures
across the globe have increased,
the oceans are getting hotter
everywhere too. That causes
more evaporation into the air
than ever before. More
evaporation means bigger clouds
heavy with rain above us.

right now at least — are coming down on
lakes, riverbeds and land which are
themselves already very full from the
himalayan melting. So when a big rainstorm
comes along ~

And they are coming more often now. : They cause flash floods.
We never used to have rains like this Thosej rains — much

extending into September; like right now. heavier and r'nore

The monsoons were over by mid-August. sudden than i the past -

Yes. And a lot of other kinds of
extreme weather elsewhere. Like
typhoon which now come in what
is called “Category 6", with
sustained winds of —




Why a - it Hiking. I do this a lot.
nal/\i/ o;et;,;;;utr:i’/? = Especially-withitheiheat But I'm asking something different.
' now;soimuch hotter-than Why are you alone? Why not with
only a few years ago. your family?
It’s cooler here. And it’s
beautiful.

What’s wrong?

My family doesn’t know where
I am right now. They just think
I'm out for a walk.

I know you miss your
family.The rains will
pass soon and then

It is something new. We here in the forest know
it well, though. Flash floods are part of what

But the flash flood — I've you humans are calling “The New Normal”.

never even seen anything
like that before. And it’s
blocking the only way home

I know. g




[ think that is
enough lecturing
to depress me.

That’s enough.

&
¥

9. ‘

- ) That's enough...
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I do have one question. If flash floods are such a It is important to find joy in little things,
terrible sign for what we all have done to the planet, so that you don't stay depressed and
how can you do what you were doing when [ first angry from the bad things.

saw you ~ just ride it down the mountainside like

a whitewater rafter — and laugh?

We have to get used to it?
Even if we stop using
fossil fuels altogether?

I'm afraid so.
We can’t stop
global heating or
the horrible things
which are about
to happen from
happening.

" Because this is the

“New Normal”, as I said

before. You have to get

used to it.




Sadly, yes. It’s too late.

She’s not angry. There
also isn’t even a she.

Then what do we do? Nature is
angry and it seems like she’s
getting angerier.

You have to accept that everything,
even global warming, is just what
nature does. It all depends on, howd
you say, which one of nature’s
buttons you humans push.

( "I don't say that. I don’t know which
_ humans you are talking about. \

You are right.
It wasn'’t from
somebody here.




While this is all very wonderful,

you do know I have to get

home sometimes.

Before dark. I know. Your family.

All right. Now what?

Let’s just walk
a little longer.

Then couldn’t we
’ ?
Shoildn't wetirn back: at least stop for a while?

I'm hungry.

That’s fine. Do you
have something?

We wil in a little while.
The flood needs to go
away first. That will
happen soon.

I didn’t mean it that way. | meant that
I don’t need anything. There is a the forest is rich in things to eat. For
lot to eat and drink around here now, at least, until it eventually dries up
even if you don'’t have a backpack. whem the Himalayas finish melting
and the rains go away. Like now in
Southern India.

Yes, this.
Do you want
something?




Please excuse me for
a minute.

Remember what [
sald about lectures?

To get my
afternoon
eats.

You brought me
flowers. That’s
sweet.

It grows in the Himalayan

region and down here,

sometimes. The scientific

name is Koenigia mollis.

We don't call it that, though. @

The rest of my species. 3




It is. Want some?
It looks good.

No thank you.
I'm happy with
my apple.

By the way, my name is Karma.

Yes, of course. Except it’s in ‘Red Panda’
dialect. So I don't think youd be able

to understand it. I don’t even think you
could pronounce it right.

And I've been meaning to ask Than what should I call you?
you — do you have a name?

Seriously? Did you No. Someone else I met

Just make that up? here — another human —
aman — gave me that
name.




Another person? When did you meet him?

Was he from around here?
What was his name?

I don’t remember. Timo-something.
He was from somewhere called
Nova Scotia.

You must have spent a lot
of time with him, for him
to have come up with a
name for you.

He was from very far away.
A place called... let me think ... Can...?
Can - something?

That is a long way away. And
he’s the one that came up
with the name “Pandero”?

And his name?

Yes. He’s also the one that
gave me that phrase I
mentioned. About
‘Pushing buttons’.







the climate crisis. [ wouldn’t and the forests of Sikkim — we

i You wouldn't?
[ did. He was the one who In case you haven’t noticed,
have known that much f

told me so much about except for these mountains ~
red pandas don'’t get out much.
without him.

>

Ha ! Sorry, I'm a little
slow sometimes.

Listen, we should
probably get back soon.
I'm sure the flash flood
has passed now. And [
do need to go back to
my family. I won't
forget you —

We have another problem.

Something else
that comes with,
heavy rains.
Landslides.




That was very scary. ¥ [ wasn't sure we were

going to get away.

What’s wrong? What do you mean?

It could be longer than
Just one night.

I'm not going to get
back home. Not
tonight, anyway.

I've seen these landslides. This is a
big one. It will be some time before
it settles out. There may also be
other ones.




And you're a much
better climber than
Iam.

That’ true. I do climb trees.
Probably a little better than

You may be out here for
at least a few nights. I've
been stuck too sometimes
because of landslides.
Especially now as the
rains get heavier.

What will we do? It is all right. You have food and I That’s true. And when the
think [ saw another water bottle water runs out, there are
when you opened your backpack. streams here where [ can —

For now, we
don’t have much
we can do but
wait. The rains
will stop, the
landslides will
settle, then we
can get out.

No. The water is quite safe from You must hate us human beings.
that. It is just that the pharmaceutical Between global warming and
companies here in the area — in toxic pollution.

Gangtok — are still dumping toxic

waste into the waterways.

If only that were okay to drink.

It’s not safe?
Is it bacteria?




We don't. You're a little dumb . .
. Did [ say something
sometimes but most of you are
| ) funny?
good creatures.

It was when you called us
“good creatures”. It's
something wed say about
red pandas, not people.

Now that — I would be /?)‘:L;:Z‘:: x;:eﬂara ‘
offended by. p

g

What do you mean?

I know it may be hard to
understand, but we — at
least I and those in my
close family — have some
gifts’, of a sort.




What kind of gifts'?

Did you see that?

For one thing, we
are much better I can’t see — anything other
connected to nature than trees and tree limbs.

Wait for a few seconds.




Later I can tell you more. I can also show you how.
But for now, let’s just say I have — as you humans
would put it — ‘connections”.

How? How did —

Enough about me. How about you? Why do you
come to the forest? [ sense it is about a lot more
than just enjoying hiking.

Did I say something wrong?

No. It's just — my grandfather.
I loved him so much.

I don’t understand.




He was my father’s father. I called him Aajyo.

It was a lot more than that. He was a
“bongtheing”. Do you know that term?

I've heard the word, once from people
talking here in the woods. But [ don’t
know what it means.

That's pretty powerful mix. I think I can
guess how that brought him to the forests.

He knew so much about the
natural world. May be like you.

Not as much hair. And
none of it was red.

And — he liked hiking?

It means a combination of shaman
and healer and priest, all in one.

Was he as cute as me?




Was that okay — my Yes. [ didn’t mean —~

petting you?

Except that
I'm not
exactly a pet.

It’s fine. I'm glad
you're calming
down a little.

I guess I am. Even about
this climate crisis thing.

Just listening to you ~ and maybe also remembering Grandpa
and some of what he taught me — I guess I'm realizing that this
‘New Normal’ does not have to be something to fear.

That's probably not entirely
true. Global heating is going
to bring some very bad
things to this planet.

That is a remarkable thing to
understand, especially at your age.

I get that. What I'm saying is that nature
is not really angry at us. Thought maybe
it should be.

( It just reaching a new state of equilibrium.

At least I think that's what they call it in
school.

You are helping, I guess.

Can you tell me more
about your grandfather?




Aajyo used to take me to the forests and to the wildlife preserves...

here, once most don’t even know grow here

He taught me about the many medicinal plants
and with healing powers even fewer understand...

f

e M

[ He also used to take me for berry picking...
i




That’s true. Some toxins from
We used to stop to drink water directly from the Himalayan glaciers have
the streams too. But that’s not safe anymore. made it down here.

Yes. The many decades of coal-fired power plant operations in China dumped a lot of bad things into the air.
Some of those bad things made their way back down onto the Himalayas.




Enough about that. Your
grandfather — you keep
referring to him in the
past tense. When did he
pass on?

Some of it is about spirit.
All spirits live on.

Some transform into
different forms.

Three years ago.

?
[ still miss him. et you rheah’

His essence is not
really gone.

He still lives on, in you, with what

he taught you and for the deep

connection with nature that he
\shared with you. He is not gone.

But there is something even
more important for you to
remember.




But why?
Are you tired?

We need to go. I will need
your help this time.

I need to climb
on your shoulder.

No. For what we need to do now,
it will better if you can carry on.

1 still don't
understand.







= I am just catching my breath
Are you all right? now. What was that — [
don’t understand — was that
a tornado?

Possible? Unfortunately, with the
temperatures rising even higher
almost every month, it is very
possible. Except ~

I don’t understand. It's what you said.
The “New Normal”. Right?

This was L.G.5 doing. I am

This wasn't something sure of it. Lightning was not

nature did on its own.

LG.? Is it — supernatural?




No. It’s LG. Fargen. Very
human, sorry to say.

Who or what is that?

You will tell me what you're
talking about sometime soon?

I willl. We need to
move faster; get
\ away from here.

I have a question.

Not about the tornado. Different.

How will we ever survive, any of us,
humans, red pandas, plants and trees
and birds, anything — as the climate
crisis gets even worse?

Not now. It is no longer safe,
\_even here in the forest.

Everything will be
okay. We are not far.







Can you push those Please. Trust me. After all, 'm
branches ahead of | Just a little red panda. What trouble
you — straight could I get you into?

ahead — apart and

go forward about

four meters?

I need some more help this time.

What do you need?

[ think you are a bit more
than just a little red panda’.

And you, dear Karma, are a bit
more than just a ten-year-old girl.

Please. Push on ahead.




What do you see?

I see the edges of what must
be some of the most beautiful
buildings I have ever seen.

Towering stalks of plants, growing up into the sky
but unlike anything I have ever seen before...

[Where are we? What is this place?

v T
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